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INTRODUCTION 


In 1998, Dark Horse launched a series based on Joss Whedon’s Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer, which proved to be one of our most popular and enduring comics. The 
book ended in late 2003, shortly after the TV series.The seven stories in this second 
Omnibus show what we were up to at the very beginning and at the very end of 
the run, as well as a defining stretch in the middle that helped to get us on the 
right track. 

The pre-Season One “Angels We Have Seen on High” and A Stake to the Heart, 
the first stories in this volume, were done at the end of the original comics series. 
They display two notable stylistic departures, with Jeff Matsuda’s cartoony depictions 
of the characters, and Brian Horton’s paints over longtime penciller Cliff Richards. 
These stories also reflect a narrative choice that met with some skepticism.When, 

to include Dawn—who, of course, wouldn’t have been there. I felt that we could 
add something valuable to the Buffy mythos, reflecting what an older Buffy would 

Michelle Trachtenberg’s first appearance on the show, expect not to see Dawn in 
this Omnibus series again until the fifth or sixth volume. 

From these pre-Season One stories, we leap into the only story set during—or 
rather, immediately after—Season One. “MacGuffins" was the first Buffy comics 
story, published in Dark Horse Presents, the legendary anthology that launched such 
Dark Horse series as Concrete and Sin City.While the Spike and Dru stories collected 
here take place around the same time, we don’t catch up to Buffy again until after 
Angel has turned evil, toward the end of Season Two, with Ring of Fire. And the next 
time we see Buffy, Angel’s good again.and it’s Season Three, with The DustWaftz.The 
flow may get rocky through the book, but you get some truly historic moments in 
the history of our comics. 

Ryan Sook remains one of the most controversial artists to have worked on 
Buffy. Some hardcore fans of the show hated his work. Many comics fens felt it was 
the high point of the series. I snuck Ryan in on the first Spike and Dru comic, Paint 
theTown Red, because I thought he was perfect for a horror story. Joss loved Ryan’s 
work on the title, which was one of the first positive comments I got from the 
man himself, way back when I had no direct contact with him. 

The writers with whom Ryan worked are perhaps more important to the history 
of the series than Ryan himself.That first Spike and Dru comic was the brainchild 
of Christopher Golden, arguably the definitive Buffy novelist, who wrote dozens 
of comics for me. Chris brought in James “Spike” Marsters, whom he’d met while 
working on the first Watcher's Guide for Pocket Books.While it never led to more 
work with James—note that Queen of Hearts is just Chris—it did a lot to validate 

And Ryan’s work validated the series with comics purists, including Doug Petrie. 
Doug approached me shortly after that first Spike and Dru comic, proposing a series 
about Buffy and Angelus, head to head, with Ryan drawing. This required Ryan to 
meet Sarah Michelle Gellar’s approval, about which I had my doubts. But it worked, 
and we had a creative coup with the first Buffy comic written by a writer from the 

So pardon our shoddy continuity, and enjoy this look at the beginning of Buffy’s 
you certainly knew he wouldn't be Spike. 
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AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL COMICS SHOP OR BOOKSTORE! *To 
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Some of the best Buffy comics to see print are collected in this second 
volume of our comprehensive series. Buffy starts to make her way from 
Los Angeles to Sunnydale—enduring both her parents’ divorce and an 
annoying little sister. A souled vampire makes his first appearance, Spike 
and Drusilla cleave a bloody path toward the West Coast, and the 
Scooby Gang forms at last. 

In addition to a tale from Buffy stalwarts Fabian Nicieza and Cliff Richards, 
comics heavyweight Ryan Sook illustrates critically acclaimed stories 
from Buffy theVampire Slayer show writer Doug Petrie, star James Marsters 
(“Spike”), and novelist Christopher Golden. 

This omnibus series is the ultimate compilation of Dark Horse’s original 
Buffy comics—including multiple specials, one-shots,and guest miniseries— 
and runs chronologically along the TV series' timeline. A fitting companion 
toWhedon’s comics-based relaunch of the Buffy mythos. 





